European Parliament

Treaties of Rome (1958) established Common Assembly that was renamed in 1962 to EP. With each new treaty, the powers of the Parliament have expanded.
Luxembourg - administrative offices (the ‘General Secretariat’).
Strasbourg (sometimes Brussels) – Parliament meetings (‘plenary sessions’).

Brussels - Committee meetings
 Elections - every five years, every EU citizen is entitled to vote, and to stand as a candidate, since 1979 members have been directly elected. 1 president and 14 vice-presidents are chosen from all MEP’s to form a presidium. 20 Standing Committees meet twice a month to adopt legislative proposals and reports to be presented tothe plenary. Committees can also set up sub-committees (e.g. the Subcommittee on Human Rights) and temporary committees to deal with a specific topic (e.g. on extraordinary rendition).  Delegations of the Parliament are responsible for relations with Parliaments outside the EU 
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Hans-Gert Pöttering (EPP-ED)

Number of seats per country (2009 – 2014 parliamentary term)
	Austria
	18
	Latvia
	9

	Belgium
	24
	Lithuania
	13

	Bulgaria
	18
	Luxembourg
	6

	Cyprus
	6
	Malta
	5

	Czech Republic
	24
	Netherlands
	27

	Denmark
	14
	Poland
	54

	Estonia
	6
	Portugal
	24

	Finland
	14
	Romania
	35

	France
	78
	Slovakia
	14

	Germany
	99
	Slovenia
	7

	Greece
	24
	Spain
	54

	Hungary
	24
	Sweden
	19

	Ireland
	13
	United Kingdom
	78

	Italy
	78
	TOTAL
	785

	European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and European Democrats
	EPP-ED
	278

	Socialist Group
	PES
	216

	Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
	ALDE
	104

	Union for Europe of the Nations
	UEN
	44

	Greens/European Free Alliance
	Greens/EFA
	42

	European United Left - Nordic Green Left
	EUL/NGL
	41

	Independence/Democracy
	ID
	24

	Identity, Tradition and Sovereignty
	ITS
	23

	Non-attached members and temporarily vacant seats
	NI
	13

	TOTAL
	 
	785


Laws are passed by simple majority, except non-confidence vote – majority of MEP’s must be present, 2/3 of which must vote
Three main roles:

1. Passing European laws – jointly with the Council in many policy areas. 
2. Parliament exercises democratic supervision over the other EU institutions, and in particular the Commission. It has the power to approve or reject the nomination of commissioners, and it has the right to censure the Commission as a whole.

3. The power of the purse. Parliament shares with the Council authority over the EU budget and can therefore influence EU spending. At the end of the procedure, it adopts or rejects the budget in its entirety
Codecision procedure

1st reading:
· The (1) Commission presents a legislative proposal to (2) Parliament and the (3) Council simultaneously.
· Parliament adopts (4) amendments and submits them to the Council
· If the Council agrees with the outcome of Parliament’s first reading : (5) the legislative text is adopted

2nd reading:
· If the (1) Council does not accept Parliament’s first reading vote, it draws up a (2) common position.
·  (3) Parliament may approve the common position or take no decision, and the (4) legislative text is adopted in the form of the common position
· Or Parliament may table amendments to the common position (subject to certain restrictions). In this case :
· either the (5) Council approves Parliament’s amendments, and the (6) legislative text is adopted
· or the Council rejects them, and a Conciliation Committee (27 Members of Parliament and 27 Members of the Council) is convened to seek to reconcile the positions
· Parliament may reject the common position by an absolute majority of its members, in which case the legislative text is rejected

3rd reading:
· The (1) Conciliation Committee adopts a (2) ‘joint text’ based on the common position and the EP’s second reading amendments
·  If the Council and (3) Parliament approve the ‘joint text’ in its entirety, the (4) act is adopted.
· If the Conciliation Committee cannot agree on a ‘joint text’, or if Parliament or the Council does not approve it, the (5) act is deemed not to have been adopted.
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