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1. Introduction

Concept of Foreign Policy for the 2003 - 2006 Period

The Czech Government formulated its main foreign policy tasks and priorities in its Policy Statement of 5 August 2002. The foreign policy concept for the 2003 - 2006 period is based on this Policy Statement and is to serve as a framework document for a four-year period unless an earlier update becomes necessary as a result of major changes. The presented Concept outlines the Czech Republic’s foreign policy objectives and the priorities and activities on which it will focus in the said period.

Annual Foreign Policy Priorities 

Based on the Foreign Policy Concept for the 2003 - 2006 Period, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will present Foreign Policy Priorities for each year at the beginning of every calendar year. This working document, including a brief evaluation of the preceding year, will set forth detailed priorities and tasks for the respective year.

2. Starting points for the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic
2.1 Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic: Aims and Objectives

The primary aim of Czech foreign policy is to promote and protect national interests, including in the wider context a peaceful, unified, stable, safe and prosperous Europe and the international community as a whole. The Czech Republic pursues its foreign policy within the European integration process and the firm Euro-Atlantic alliance. It promotes an international environment oriented towards the development of political and economic cooperation on the basis of the joint identification and management of threats and risks, preferably by political and peaceful means.

2.2. The Czech Republic and current international relations

Position of the Czech Republic

In international relations, the Czech Republic seeks to act as a policy of a democratic and politically, economically and socially stable state in Central Europe, promoting not only its particular interests but at the same time assuming its share of responsibility for the development of Europe and the international community as a whole. The Czech Republic builds on all the positive achievements of the former Czechoslovakia on the international scene. An important aspect in this respect was the smooth and peaceful split of the former federation. With the area and population of a medium-sized European country, and with its open economy, exports and services accounting for a considerable part of its GDP, also as a country with limited natural resources, the Czech Republic is to a large degree dependent on international cooperation. 
 NATO membership and the accession of the Czech Republic to the EU together constitute the accomplishment of the key foreign policy priorities since the establishment of an independent Czech state. These features play a decisive role in strengthening and consolidating its international position and security. For the Czech Republic, these major organisations constitute new ways and means of promoting the interests of the country.

Current International Environment
The international environment in which the Czech Republic has been pursuing its foreign policy results from the interaction of a number of factors. These range from sovereign states, groupings of states with differing degrees of integration into international organisations and institutions, non-governmental entities and non-governmental organisations to a large number and variety of interest groups lacking transparency and ignoring the rules of international relations, including organised crime groups and terrorist organisations. The role, importance and influence of these individual factors is subject to change, often over very short periods of time. 
The end of bipolarity and changes in the security environment have brought with them  the acceleration of globalisation, the liberalisation of the world economy, the growing interdependence of states and the advance of science and technology. These factors have resulted in the rising importance of multilateral cooperation within international organisations and integration groupings. In light of the new threats posed by certain illegal networks, in particular terrorist organisations, we are witnessing a rapid rise
 in the significance of all international mechanisms aimed at countering such dangerous phenomena.

2.3. Principles of the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic

Democracy and the Rule of Law

The Czech Republic subscribes to the legacy and values of European civilisation. One of its key priorities is the development of democracy and the rule of law based on freedom, equality, justice, democracy, tolerance of diversity and solidarity with the weak, threatened and defenceless. It perceives democracy not only as an internal affair of individual countries but also as the best basis for the successful development of mutual relations 

Principles of Law and of Mutual Advantage in International Relations

In its relations with other countries, the Czech Republic respects the protection of inalienable and natural human rights, international law and the rule of law as the fundamental values of foreign policy. In accordance with the intentions and objectives of the United Nations Charter, the Czech Republic gives preference to peaceful methods and means in its relations with foreign countries. It advocates international relations built on the principle of international law, sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of states, and will continue to support international cooperation based on the principle of mutual advantage.

2.4. Instruments of the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic
Fields of Activity of Czech Diplomacy

In pursuing its foreign policy objectives, the Czech Republic has been developing good bilateral relations not only with its neighbours but also with other countries by means of multilateral cooperation within integration (supranational) groupings and international organisations. The Czech Republic places emphasis on the security and economic dimensions of international relations and the strict application of environmental standards in compliance with international commitments and the requirements of national legislation. An important part of diplomacy is also the presentation of the country abroad, relations with Czechs living abroad and a dialogue with non-governmental organisations. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic is responsible for the country’s foreign policy and also plays a coordinating role with regard to public authorities active in the field of international relations. The Foreign Service operates on a non-partisan principle and on the basis of the policies of the democratically elected government. The efficiency of the Foreign Service will be further enhanced after the entry into effect of the Civil Service Act applied with regard to the field that the Foreign Service covers. A number of concrete measures will be taken as part of the implementation of the provisions of the Act in the specific conditions of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its Foreign Service.

3.  Foreign Policy Priorities of the Czech Republic

Priorities of the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic 

The key Czech foreign policy priorities in the 2003 - 2006 period, set by the Government Policy Statement of 5 August 2002, are in particular to:

· complete the integration of the Czech Republic into the European Union and to establish the country a fully-fledged member of the EU;

· participate actively in NATO;

· advocate the fight against terrorism;

· develop good-neighbourly relations and enhance regional cooperation;

· develop relations with other countries and international organisations on bilateral and multilateral bases with special attention to the economic dimension of foreign policy;

· efficiently promote the Czech Republic abroad.

4. Tasks of the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic

4.1.
The Czech Republic and the European Union
Significance of Czech Republic’s Membership in the EU

Accession to the European Union and subsequently an effective and sovereign role within the EU as a member country will significantly change the position of the Czech Republic in Europe. Full-fledged membership in all EU bodies
 will offer the Czech Republic new opportunities as well as pose demanding tasks for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the whole administrative system of the Czech Republic. The Czech Republic is aware of these fundamental changes and will aim to share their benefits with its partners in the European Union and the wider international community. 

Before the accession of the Czech Republic to the European Union, the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs will pay increased attention, inter alia, to the referendum on the entry of the Czech Republic into the European Union and the process of ratification of the Accession Treaty in the member countries. Hence it will particularly focus on providing the general public in the Czech Republic as well as in the member countries of the European Union, with the maximum information on the significance and impact of the integration of the Czech Republic into the EU.

Upon accession to the European Union, the Czech Republic will pursue a policy that will allow it to participate, in accordance with its interests and needs, in the development of the European economic and social model, respecting the principle of democracy and human rights and of the dignity of all nations. The Czech Republic will be actively involved in implementing the objectives of the Lisbon process, i.e. making the Union the most dynamic and most competitive knowledge – based economy in the world, capable of sustainable growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion. 

Future of the EU

The Czech Republic will actively contribute to the debate on the future of the EU both in the Convention and in the next Intergovernmental Conference and in possible follow-up forums. As part of this debate it will work for further deepening and broadening of the economic and political integration of Europe and for the strengthening of its democratic nature with respect for the national and cultural identity of individual states and regions based on the principle of subsidiarity. In defending its interests and positions in this process, the Czech Republic will develop cooperation with all like-minded countries.

Common Foreign and Security Policy of the EU

The Czech Republic will actively participate in the formulation and implementation of the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy and will take part, to the widest possible extent, in the process of shaping the European security and defence policy in both the military and civil areas.

Economic and Monetary Union

Already during the pre-accession period the Czech Republic is taking effective steps   towards meeting the Maastricht convergence criteria   so as to qualify for successful integration into the Economic and Monetary Union as soon as possible after accession. .

Migration and Visa Policy
The Czech Republic identifies with the principles of the migration and visa policy of the European Union and will align with the acquis communautaire in this field so that after its entry into the EU it join the Schengen area as soon as possible. The Czech Republic will also coordinate its asylum policy with the European Union. 

4.2. Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic in the Security Area

International Cooperation in the Security Area

Starting points 
 for International Cooperation in the Security Area

 Czech foreign policy in the security area will focus on identifying and analysing potential threats of a military and non-military nature and on combating such threats in cooperation with its allies in NATO and within international organisations. The Czech Republic will encourage strengthening of the Trans-Atlantic link as the backbone of the European security system. In order to ensure the necessary level of international cooperation in the security area, the Czech Republic will seek to reform its armed forces and work for the allocation of sufficient 
resources to defence needs. 

Transforming NATO for the New Security Environment

The Czech Republic will take part in the implementation of the decisions of the Prague NATO Summit to ensure the defence capabilities and military assets necessary to manage new asymmetrical threats, including the prevention of terrorism.   Within the ”Prague Capabilities Commitment” initiative, the Czech Republic will commit to fourteen national tasks to encourage specialisation of the Czech Republic Army in the field of protection against weapons of mass destruction, passive surveillance systems and military healthcare. It will also join the process of building the NATO response force. 

As part of the restructuring of the NATO command structure, the Czech Republic will seek the establishment of an operational centre of excellence for protection against weapons of mass destruction on its territory. The Czech Republic will also join five initiatives aimed at the protection against these weapons and the Action Plan on Civil Emergency Planning. In relation to the NATO discussions on the means of defence against the threat of missile attacks, the Czech Republic will consider the forms of its contribution to any potential missile defence system.

The Czech Republic does not perceive the efforts to transform and adapt NATO as threatening to any country or organisation but rather as an expression of the determination to protect allied territories, their inhabitants and military forces against any external attack, including a terrorist attack involving the potential use of weapons of mass destruction.

NATO and the European Security and Defence Identity

As an advocate of a strong Euro-Atlantic partnerships, the Czech Republic is interested in further strengthening NATO – EU cooperation and  the organization’s complementarity in the political and security fields. Together with other NATO and EU member countries, the Czech Republic will participate in the negotiation of concrete agreements on close cooperation and coordination between the two organisations in conflict prevention and crisis management. The Czech Republic wants these agreements to serve as the foundation    for the strategic NATO - EU partnership so that the project of the Common European Security and Defence Policy becomes fully operational.

Relations between NATO and the Russian Federation and Ukraine

The Czech Republic will support the efforts of NATO for broader and deeper cooperation with the Russian Federation, in particular for continued active cooperation in combating terrorism, in the field of defence reforms, joint peacekeeping and humanitarian operations, civil emergency planning and missile defence while respecting the independence of the NATO decision-making processes and its own security interests. It will also support cooperation with the Ukraine.

With regards to cooperation with Russia in the security dimension, the Czech Republic will base its policies in the NATO - RF Founding Act, the Rome Declaration of May 2002 and in the defined spheres of cooperation within the NATO - RF Council.

Further NATO Enlargement 

The Czech Republic will support the open-door policy of the Alliance and will cooperate with all countries seeking membership of NATO. It will share its experience in the accession process and work with them within NATO where appropriate according to their interest. 

OSCE

The Czech Republic will promote the strengthening of the role of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe as an important international organisation developing its activities in the Euro-Atlantic and Central Asian regions. It will participate in the political - military, economic and environmental, and human  dimensions of OSCE. The Czech Republic will support proposals for the adaptation of the OSCE to meet new tasks, including the updating of its instruments. It will continue to contribute towards the funding of OSCE regional activities and assign personnel to such activities.

UN Activities in the Security Area

With awareness of the contribution of the UN to international peace and security, the Czech Republic will seek to promote UN cooperation with the EU, NATO and OSCE in resolving issues involving European security. It will particularly support UN activities complementing the efforts of these organisations in the field of conflict prevention and settlement, post-conflict stabilisation, assistance to refugees and humanitarian aid, the strengthening of respect for human rights, the fight against terrorism, crime and narcotic drugs, economic renewal and development cooperation.

Fight against Terrorism

The Czech Republic will actively engage in the fight against terrorism, including efforts to eliminate its roots. It is promoting the broadest concept of an antiterrorist campaign, with a strong emphasis on international cooperation that is focused in the long run on all forms of combating international organised crime, narcotic drug trafficking, trade in weapons and persons, corruption and all forms of funding terrorism. The basic strategic document of the Czech Republic in this respect is the regularly updated National Action Plan for the Fight against Terrorism. The Czech Republic will follow up its active participation in antiterrorist activities within the UN, the European Union, NATO, OSCE, the Council of Europe and other organisations.

Arms Control, Non-Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction and International Disarmament

The Czech Republic attaches great importance to arms control, non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the long-term policy of international disarmament.

Weapons of Mass Destruction

The Czech Republic will actively join, within international organisations and UN conventions, the political processes aimed at the gradual reduction of the number of nuclear weapons and compliance with the complete ban on chemical and biological weapons. Within NATO as well as within the UN and other international organisations, it will promote the adoption of further measures to increase defence and protection capacities against weapons of mass destruction.

The Czech Republic will also actively continue to cooperate with international control regimes aimed at preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, including their means of delivery. In the context of the fight against international terrorism, it will pursue further steps to strengthen the existing mechanisms in this field.

Conventional Forces and Weapons

From the very beginning of its existence the Czech Republic has regarded the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe as a key contribution to a safer and integrated Europe. It is prepared to start the ratification of the adapted Treaty as soon as the Russian Federation meets all the political commitments it assumed at the 1999 OSCE Summit in Istanbul. The Czech Republic welcomes the intention of other countries to accede to the adapted Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe after its entry into effect.

The Czech Republic will participate in the implementation of the Treaty on Open Skies and the 1999 Vienna Document on Confidence and Security Building Measures.

 The Czech Republic will also participate in confidence building between countries in this field within the UN by providing information to the conventional arms and military spending registers.

4.3. Bilateral and Regional Cooperation in the Euro-Atlantic Area

Relations with Neighbouring Countries

The Czech Republic attaches utmost importance to cooperation with neighbouring countries at bilateral, multilateral as well as at regional levels. It will further develop close cooperation with the Visegrad Group and with other Central European groupings undergoing a similar economic and political transformation and integrating into the Euro-Atlantic and European structures.

Relations with the Slovak Republic

Within the framework of exceptional relations with Slovakia, the Czech Republic will focus on further intensification of cooperation at both bilateral and regional levels. The Czech Republic is particularly committed to extending this cooperation in the field of economic relations. It expects new opportunities to arise including new dimensions of cooperation at the European level after the entry of the two countries into the EU. The impending accession of the Slovak Republic to NATO offers room for the intensification of the cooperation that is also successfully developing in the security area.

Relations with the Republic of Poland

Even after its accession to the European Union, the Czech Republic will aim to further develop cross-border cooperation with the Republic of Poland, which has traditionally secured good-neighbourly relations. This cooperation should particularly intensify in the construction of transport infrastructure and the further development of trade and cultural relations.

Relations with the Federal Republic of Germany

The Czech Republic will develop multifaceted contacts with the Federal Republic of Germany. It will stem from the need to converge Czech - German relations towards the common future in a united Europe on the basis of partnership in the European Union. Today’s good-neighbourly relations are based on the 1997 Czech - German Declaration and the 1992 Treaty on Good-Neighbourly Relations and Friendly Cooperation.

The Czech Republic will strain towards further intensification of Czech - German relations at all levels, both within the Euro-Atlantic structures (EU, NATO) and at the bilateral and regional levels with a special emphasis to be put on the participation of public, in particular young people, in this process. In this respect, it attaches special importance to cross-border cooperation, development of transport communications, improvement of the environment and cultural exchanges.

Relations with the Republic of Austria

In its relations with the Republic of Austria the Czech Republic will proceed from its commitment to develop good-neighbourly relations and on the basis of the common future for the European Union. The Czech Republic will strive for the deepening of constructive and fair cooperation in all fields, including trade and cross-border cooperation, transport infrastructure and environmental protection with a special emphasis on building an atmosphere of mutual confidence.

Relations with the Republic of Hungary

Within the immediate Central European region, the Czech Republic is committed to cultivating its partnership with the Republic of Hungary, a country with which it is linked by the intensive development of bilateral relations, and in particular by successful cooperation among the Visegrad countries.

Regional Cooperation in Central Europe

Visegrad Cooperation

Cooperation within the Visegrad Group (V4) will loose nothing of its importance even after the entry of the V4 countries into the European Union. According to the Czech Republic, one of the priorities is to strengthen the direct engagement of the V4 citizens and the development of cross-border cooperation between the Visegrad countries. The Czech Republic will also support cooperation between the V4 and other regional groupings (Benelux or the Nordic Council) or with other countries interested in such cooperation.

Cross-Border Cooperation and Euroregions

The Czech Republic will develop cross-border cooperation and promote cooperation within Euroregions regarded as the new and efficient instrument for enhancing bilateral and regional communication and the prevention of hampering phenomena in borderline areas.

Central European Initiative and Other Regional Initiatives

With respect to the Central European Initiative (CEI), the Czech Republic will not only aim at strengthening of the democratic structures and internal political stability of the member countries affected by conflicts but also at transformation of their respective economies. Hence, it will support the strengthening of the CEI economic dimension and closer cooperation between the CEI and the European Union. It will also support CEI enlargement to include other states of the region that show interest and win support from the other member countries.

Participation in the activities of other regional initiatives that will be beneficial for cooperation in the region will also remain the core interest.

Relations with USA, Canada and Integrating European Countries
Relations with USA and Canada

In the new international political context of the membership in NATO and EU, the Czech Republic will pay special attention to developing close and friendly relations with USA and Canada. The Czech Republic is interested in the expansion of the economic engagement of these countries and in attracting American and Canadian investment into the country, as well as into Central Europe as a whole.

Relations with the European Member and Candidate Countries of NATO and EU

The Czech Republic will seek to develop close relations with all NATO member states in Europe and with countries of the European Union, including new member and candidate countries of the two integration groupings. In its bilateral relations with countries of the European Union, the Czech Republic will focus, inter alia, on identifying shared priorities, positions and interests and on methods of cooperation in their promotion within the Union.

The Czech Republic and EFTA Countries

The Czech Republic will develop relations with countries of the European Free Trade Association at both the bilateral level and within the framework of its membership of the European Union.

Relations with Countries of Eastern and South Eastern Europe

Relations with EU Associated Countries
The Czech Republic will further develop bilateral and multilateral cooperation with countries of Eastern and South Eastern Europe that have concluded, or seek conclusion of Association Agreements with the EU, and is prepared to share its experience in negotiations with them, preparations for and accession to the EU as well as its experience after its entry into the Union.

Relations with the Russian Federation and Ukraine

In addition to the security dimension of relations with the Russian Federation as mentioned above, the Czech Republic will continue in its endeavour to broaden the scope and improve the mutually beneficial economic cooperation with the Russian Federation and also with Ukraine. In order to do so, it will take advantage of the already existing contacts, the good name of Czech products in these countries, and the overall knowledge of the region. The Czech Republic considers cooperation with the prospering regions of the Russian Federation to be promising.

Relations with the Other CIS Countries

In its relations with the other CIS countries the Czech Republic will build on the tradition of close economic contacts with individual countries and work towards  the expansion of mutually beneficial economic cooperation.

Relations with Countries of South Eastern Europe

The Czech Republic is aware of the complex situation in the South Eastern European countries that were struck by armed conflicts in the 1990s. Together with the international community, the Czech Republic will stay   engaged in the process of economic renewal and stabilisation of this region by means of the Stability Pact. Within the framework of these efforts it will rely on the tradition of long-standing friendly relations with the countries of South Eastern Europe and will build on economic relations developed in the past in the field of engineering, power and industrial products. The Czech Republic will at the same time offer these countries its experience in the area of integration and transformation.

4.4. The Czech Republic and Countries of Asia, Africa, Australia and Latin America

Relations with Countries of Asia, Africa, Australia and Latin America

The Czech Republic will develop bilateral and multilateral relations with the countries of Asia, Africa, Australia and Latin America on the basis of mutually beneficial cooperation, in particular in the economic field. It will promote all initiatives aimed at maintaining and reinforcing stability and security in the individual regions, and will actively participate in such activities within the limits of its capacities.

In its political dialogue with these countries it will place special emphasis on the observance of inalienable human rights and will regard this as a criterion for credibility, and in the long run also for   prospects of economic relations with individual countries.

The Czech Republic will pay special attention to trade and investment opportunities in countries with which former Czechoslovakia maintained good economic contacts, and where many specialists have studied at secondary schools or Universities.

In light of the accession into the EU, the Czech Republic will accept and follow the European Union’s policies towards these regions.

Relations with Countries of Asia

Relations with the countries of Asia and the Pacific will be developed in conformity with the policy pursued towards this region by the European Union. The Czech Republic will take advantage of the tradition of the country in this part of the world. Within the framework of its economic policy, the Czech Republic will focus on cooperation with the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) member countries while in the political field it will seek participation in the Asia - Europe Meeting (ASEM) multilateral framework.

Relations with Countries of the Middle East and North Africa

In the Middle East and North Africa, the Czech Republic will pursue bilateral objectives. It will advocate peaceful settlement in the Middle East based on security, political and economic guarantees of stability across the region. Its primary positions on possible solution of the situation will depend upon the respective UN Security Council resolutions and activities of the parties concerned, with respect   to the legitimate security requirements of Israel and the establishment of a viable and independent Palestinian state. 
The Czech Republic will pursue the policy of the European Union aimed at strengthening security and cooperation within the Mediterranean region. It will support all legitimate steps aimed at eliminating the danger represented by weapons of mass destruction and dictatorial regimes in the region. 

Relations with Countries of Sub-Saharan Africa

In its policy towards Sub-Saharan Africa, the Czech Republic will concentrate on countries with stable regimes with which it maintains traditional economic relations, and on states where cooperation appears to have good prospects. As much as possible, the Czech Republic will support African countries, inter alia, also in the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) programme, and will participate in such activities of the international community, which are aimed at helping to settle conflicts and stabilise the situation in crisis regions of the African continent.

Relations with Countries of Latin America
In Latin America, the Czech Republic will concentrate on cooperation with its traditional trading partners. Furthermore, it will cooperate with Central American and Caribbean countries with existing prospects for increasing trade exchange.

4.5. The Czech Republic in International Organisations

The Czech Republic and the United Nations Organisation

UN and International Security

The Czech Republic regards the sustenance of international peace and security as one of the main missions of the UN. It shall, therefore, support steps aimed at reinforcing the authority, efficiency and capabilities of the UN in conflict prevention and resolution, crisis management, provision of humanitarian assistance and post-conflict reconstruction. It will participate in UN peacekeeping operations within its capacities. The Czech Republic also attaches great importance to the UN’s potential of managing other major international issues and forming broad international support for   the combat of international terrorism.

Implementation of the Millennium Declaration

The Czech Republic will work towards an effective and transparent implementation of the development goals of the Millennium Declaration and towards just access to the advantages of globalisation in accordance to the results of major international conferences (Doha, Monterrey, Johannesburg). It will also pay increased attention to sustainable development in its economic, social and environmental aspects, as well as to the promotion of democratisation processes and respect for human rights. Within its capacities, the Czech Republic will increase its participation in multilateral cooperation through the development programmes of the UN and other international organisations.

International Law and Human Rights

Within the framework of the UN, the Czech Republic will keep on pursuing its policy of strengthening international law and respect for human rights.

UN Reform

The Czech Republic supports the efforts aimed at reforming the UN, including the identification of new tasks for the organisation itself, and improvement of its present mechanisms and structures. Given the dynamic development of international relations and the need to adapt to
 these changes, the Czech Republic considers the reform a thematic and long-term task. The reform of the Security Council, aimed at making its composition reflect the transformations the world has undergone since its latest phase of enlargement, constitutes a special challenge. The Czech Republic will promote the reform efforts within the UN through its representatives inside the UN bodies.

Candidacies for Organisations of the UN System

The Czech Republic will seek its adequate representation in the bodies and among staff of the UN organisations, namely membership in the Economic and Social Council, and subsequently in the Security Council.

The Czech Republic and the Council of Europe

The Council of Europe plays an essential role in the development and strengthening of all-European legal, ethical and social values, plural democracy, the rule of law and the protection of human rights and minority rights. The Czech Republic will further integrate into the Council of Europe treaty system and will actively participate in the drafting of international legal documents in respect to the combat of international terrorism. It will also continue to pay attention to the reform of the European Court of Human Rights, as its present mechanisms are insufficient for dealing with complaints filed by individuals and the Council of Europe’s member states.

The Czech Republic and International Economic and Financial Organisations
The International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group

The Czech Republic will participate in the activities of the International Monetary Fund and of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, as well as the activities of other organisations of the World Bank Group. It will use their expertise and contribute to projects carried out by these organisations in other countries. It will take part in discussions on reforms of these institutions aimed at dealing more effectively with the negative phenomena of globalisation in the field of finance and capital movement.

World Trade Organisation

The Czech Republic will pay special attention to cooperation with the World Trade Organisation (WTO). It will support further liberalisation of all forms of world trade with emphasis on services and agriculture, and will initiate negotiations of such conditions that would provide for the creation of a multilateral trade framework beneficial for all members of the organisation. It will closely attend to the due fulfilment of commitments by all WTO members, including the respect of the rights of the Czech Republic by other member countries. The Czech Republic supports the ever- increasing participation of developing countries in world trade.

Potential trade and political measures in foreign trade will be made in accordance with the provisions of treaties that are part of the Treaties establishing the World Trade Organisation, as well as with other international commitments binding the Czech Republic. Upon accession to the European Union, the Czech Republic will adopt trade and political measures within the EU common trade policy and will observe the respective EU regulations.

World Tourism Organisation

The Czech Republic will also pay special attention to cooperation with the World Tourism Organisation. It will actively participate in the development and promotion of international tourism with the aim of contributing to the overall economic development of the member countries. It will also promote WTO programme activities, in particular in the field of statistics, increase in the service quality, training and funding.

OECD

The Czech Republic will also approach the dialogue with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). It will take advantage of the recommendations of this organisation, arising from the analyses of economic policies of member countries, and cooperate in the implementation of OECD horizontal projects requiring international cooperation. The Czech Republic will also closely cooperate with OECD non- members and will promote the expansion of OECD standards to other regions outside the member countries.

European Investment Bank

Upon its accession to the European Union, the Czech Republic will automatically become a member of the European Investment Bank (EIB).  Thereupon it will be desirable to continue to benefit from the advantageous financial conditions provided by this bank for the development of social areas and infrastructure.

Participation of the Czech Republic in Other International Banks

The Czech Republic is also the member of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB), the International Investment Bank (IIB) and the International Bank for Economic Cooperation (IBEC). In relation to the EBRD, the Czech Republic will promote activities focused on the private sector, and within the CEB it will participate in social projects. As far as the IIB and IBEC are concerned, the Czech Republic will actively participate in the work aimed at revitalising these banks. If it finds these efforts unrealistic, it will consider withdrawal from these banks.

4.6. External Economic Relations and Foreign Aid Provided by the Czech Republic

Economic Diplomacy, Export-Oriented Policy

Economic Diplomacy

The Czech Republic will strengthen the economic dimension of its foreign policy as a complex of coordinated activities of different entities aimed at creating external conditions for economic development. It will particularly focus on promoting the intentions and measures of its economic policy in bilateral relations, in integration groupings and in the dialogue developed in international economic organisations. It will place emphasis on taking optimal advantage from the conditions arising from the accession of the Czech Republic to the European Union. Economic diplomacy will also focus on gathering impulses
 to encourage the economic policy of the government.

Economic Diplomacy in Bilateral Relations

The economic dimension of bilateral relations will remain a priority task of the Czech diplomatic missions abroad. The task of diplomats working in the economic field will be to help create conditions for the development of concrete trade contacts and to attract foreign direct investment into the Czech Republic. Dialogue between government representatives, senior government officials, and business missions on concrete issues related to external economic relations will remain part of the economic diplomacy.

Economic Diplomacy in Multilateral Relations

At the multilateral level of the economic dimension of its foreign policy, the Czech Republic will strengthen its position in international economic organisations including the OECD, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organisation, and will actively participate in their activities.

Sustainable Development

Through  the development of  its international economic cooperation, the Czech Republic will observe the strict implementation of environmental and social standards corresponding with its international commitments and national legislation. In this area, special emphasis will be placed on responding to global challenges and managing their potential risks through pressing for, and further deepening of principles of sustainable development on the international scale.

Unified Foreign Service Strategy in Economic Diplomacy

The work of institutions and agencies, playing a complementary role to that of the state in the field of foreign trade and the promotion of export and foreign investment inflow, will be strictly coordinated with the aim of achieving a visible increase in the efficiency and conceptualisation in this important field of external relations of the Czech Republic. . Special attention in this area will also be paid to improving information systems to facilitate the access of Czech companies to information on trading opportunities abroad.

Foreign Development and Humanitarian Aid Provided by the Czech Republic
The Significance of Foreign Assistance

The Czech Republic will stay involved in formulating and implementing the new international development strategy, including the struggle against poverty, education promotion, elimination of inequality of women, reduction of infant and maternal mortality, access to health services and the implementation of a sustainable development strategy. The Czech Republic also considers foreign development aid to be an instrument for promoting human rights and democratic values.

The Place of Foreign Aid in the Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic

Foreign development and humanitarian aid remain an inseparable part of the foreign policy of the Czech Republic and will be provided in terms of funding and organisation in accordance with the principles applied in the developed countries. The Czech Republic will provide foreign aid on both the bilateral basis and within international organisations (UN, OECD) and the European Union.

4.7. Presentation of the Czech Republic Abroad, Relations with Czechs Living Abroad and Relations at Non-Governmental Level

Promotion of the Czech Republic Abroad

The Czech Republic will focus in its foreign policy on goal-oriented and efficient presentation of the country, regarding this field as one of the important ways of raising its prestige abroad. It will promote the combination of cultural, economic, tourist and other dimensions of this presentation, using new mass information media and technologies. It will also focus on maximum coordination of activities developed by individual entities in this field.

Czechs Living Abroad and Friends of the Czech Republic

Relations with Czechs living abroad, and friends of the Czech Republic abroad, will continue to have an important place in the country’s foreign policy. In developing such contacts, the Czech Republic will take into account the distinctions of such communities and organisations. It will continue to support concrete projects of communities of Czechs living abroad, and of friends of the Czech Republic, through funds and material help. It will also continue to promote programmes aimed at the preservation of Czech schools abroad, community centres and other Czech cultural heritage in foreign countries, and will continue to provide assistance to the communities of Czechs living abroad. The Czech Republic will also seek to further facilitate the ability of Czechs living abroad to participate in the political life of the Czech society.

External Relations at Non-Governmental Levels

In pursuing its foreign policy, the Czech Republic will also pay due attention to relations and activities developed at non-governmental level with direct engagement of the civil society. 
�NATO membership and accession of the Czech Republic to the EU play a decisive role in strengthening and consolidation of the international position and security of the Czech Republic and as such fulfill the key foreign policy priorities pursued since the creation of the independent state. 


�The end of bipolarity brought with it changes in the security environment, intensive progress of globalization, liberalization of the world economy, growing interdependence of states and accelerated development of science and technology. In such circumstances the importance of multilateral cooperation within international organizations and integration groupings has been increasing.  


�Rise nebo increase


�Nebo institutions


�Nebo starting points nebo bases for


�Nebo sufficient 4nebo appropriate


�Slob z take udelat nasledovne: The UN Security Council resolutions and the activities of those concerned constitute the basis for settling the situation. Such activities, however, should respect the legitimate security needs of Israel and creation of a viable independent Palestinian state.


�Mozna lepsi: of the UN to adapt to …


�Nebo incentives





